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Purpose of This Toolkit 
This toolkit has been designed to assist in the efforts of community organizations who wish to 
advocate for the implementation of the Ohio Healthy Youth Environments Survey (OHYES!) in 
their community. Community organizations that may find this toolkit useful include, but are not 
limited to: local prevention agencies, community coalitions, Urban Minority Alcoholism and 
Drug Abuse Outreach Programs (UMADAOPs), Mental Health Boards, and local Health 
Departments.  

This toolkit provides a brief overview of the Ohio Healthy Youth Environments Survey (OHYES!), 
the benefits of OHYES! for schools and communities, tips for the recruitment and enrollment 
process, frequently asked questions, as well as resources that may be helpful for community 
organizations and schools as they engage with OHYES!. 

Our website is also a valuable tool for communities, families, and schools who want to learn 
more about OHYES! https://ohyes.ohio.gov/  

The OHYES! team welcomes any feedback that you may have about how we can better support 
our community partners as you work with schools to implement OHYES!. We are constantly 
striving to improve our processes, resources, as well as our engagement with Ohio’s 
communities and schools. Please contact the OHYES! team at info@ohyes.ohio.gov with any 
feedback or questions.  

  

https://ohyes.ohio.gov/
mailto:info@ohyes.ohio.gov
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Introduction 

What is OHYES!? 
The Ohio Healthy Youth Environments Survey (OHYES!) is a free, voluntary, web-based survey 
to collect information that schools and communities can use to access resources to reduce risk 
behaviors and create healthy and safe community, school, and family environments. The 
OHYES! is administered by the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
(OhioMHAS) and is a joint initiative of the Ohio Department of Education, Ohio Department of 
Health, and OhioMHAS. The survey is designed to measure the health risk behaviors and 
environmental factors that impact youth health and safety. OHYES! gathers information on 
issues like substance use, behavioral health, unintentional and intentional injuries, adverse 
childhood experiences, physical health, activity and well-being, the school environment, and 
related environmental risk and protective factors.  

Special care was taken in the selection of the questions and the design of the student 
questionnaire. Questionnaire items primarily originate from established surveys used 
throughout the United States—some for more than 25 years. These surveys were subjected to 
scientific research regarding reliability and validity and field tested extensively. 

OHYES! Content Areas 
 

 

Demographics
Alcohol & 

Tobacco/Vapor 
Products

Marijuana

Prescription Misuse 
and Illicit Drugs

Bullying, Safety & 
School Climate

Physical Health & 
Well-being

Mental Health and 
Suicide Gambling Parental Attitudes of 

Substance Use

Community, Family & 
Peer Factors School Success

Sexual victimization 
& behavior (optional 

version only)



 

 

How Community Organizations Can Help 
Community organizations can help by 
becoming Community Champions and 
advocating for area schools to participate in 
their free voluntary opportunity. We know 
that community members and organizations 
know their community best! As a community 
organization, you can help to inform schools 
about OHYES!, its benefits, and how to enroll. 
Community organizations and OHYES! staff 
will work together to get schools signed up to 
implement the survey.  

How Does the Community Benefit? 
Communities will be interested in survey 
results for assessing local youth needs and 
targeting efforts to build and sustain healthy 
home and school environments. Community 
organizations can use the data to write 
proposals to foundations, federal, state, and 
local entities, as well as other funding sources 
to acquire additional resources for their 
community efforts.  OHYES! results provide 
data and information to better understand 
how to strengthen schools and make their 
communities safer and healthier; it also allows 
communities to measure the impact of their 
efforts.  

How Do Schools Benefit? 
OHYES! provides valuable data for schools. A growing number of children are showing up at 
school with a variety of health-related problems that make successful learning difficult. 
Gathering credible information on the scope and nature of these issues is essential to selecting 
strategies to improve school success and positive youth development. Research shows that cost 
effective youth prevention strategies should be based on local, up-to-date data— OHYES! will 
give timely insight into what students self-report as their health and safety risks. Administering 
the OHYES! sends a clear message to students that their voice matters. Schools can use their 
data for strategic planning, curriculum and program implementation, funding decisions, and 
more! 

  



 

 

Key Points about OHYES! 
 

  

OHYES! is FREE for schools; there is no fee to administer or receive school/district-level 
reports.

OHYES! is available during the fall only. Schools will need to select an administration 
day during September to December (check website for exact dates).

OHYES! is completely voluntary. That means schools choose if they want to participate. 
Additionally, parents have the option to opt out their student. Students also have the 
option to opt out, skip any questions, or quit the survey at any time. 

OHYES! is available for grades 7-12; we recommend that at least grades 7, 9, and 11 
participate.

OHYES! is administered online; students can take the survey at school on a laptop, 
tablet, or desktop computer. 

OHYES! is relatively quick to administer. Most students complete the survey in 15-30 
minutes. Factors such as how the student answers (if skip patterns are employed based 
on responses), age, and reading level can affect how long the survey takes.

There are two versions of the survey – standard or optional (see Appendices A & B, 
respectively) The optional survey includes additional sex-related questions; schools 
select which version. 

OHYES! is administered by the school and students must take the OHYES! on the 
school’s campus. 

Schools have a lot of flexibility in administering OHYES!. Schools select which version of 
the survey (standard or optional), which grades participate, and which date to 
administer.

OHYES! uses a passive parent consent process which enables parents to opt out their 
child, if they choose. The opt out process puts less burden on the school compared to an 
opt in process. 



 

 

How Schools Implement the OHYES! with Community Partners 
  

Community partners work with school to
decide if OHYES! is right for them

Superintendent/Principal approves
OHYES! for their school(s)

Community partner, school survey coordinator, or 
Superintendent/Principal gathers enrollment 

information & sends to OHYES! staff

OHYES! staff send planning & administration 
information to school

School sends out parent notifications

School administers the survey



 

 

Recruiting Schools 
There are multiple ways that schools can 
participate, but OHYES! is most successful when 
communities get involved.  

Existing Relationships 
Advocate for and collaborate with schools to 
implement OHYES!. Community organizations 
have positive and longstanding relationships 
within their community. If your organization has 
existing relationships with schools in the area, 
this is a great opportunity to talk with them 
about OHYES!.  

Reach out with an email, phone call, or set up an 
in-person meeting. This is a great opportunity to 
start the conversation about OHYES!. Get the school in contact with OHYES! staff 
(info@ohyes.ohio.gov) if they need more information. Ultimately, we need permission from 
the superintendent or principal to sign up school(s), but often time these conversations start 
with school counselors, directors of social 
emotional learning, assistant principals, 
teachers, etc. With permission of the 
superintendent or principal, other school 
staff can act as survey coordinators on their 
behalf.  

New Relationships  
As a community organization, you are in a 
unique positions to reach out to schools in 
your area about OHYES!. Schools may be 
more receptive to hearing about OHYES! from 
members of their own community. Start by reaching out  
with an email to the superintendent or principal of the school to introduce yourself, your 
organization, and OHYES!. If you don’t hear back, it may be helpful to reach out to another 
member of the school staff (e.g., school counselor, assistant principal, etc.) and see if they 
would be willing to work with their principal or superintendent to enroll in the OHYES!. Again, if 
a school needs additional information, connect them with OHYES! staff at info@ohyes.ohio.gov.  

Formal Partnerships 
Successful data collection within a community often involves partnering with other 
organizations. Sometimes community organizations use a Memorandum of Understanding 

Communities

Schools

OHYES! 
Staff 

Tips & Tricks 
• Make a personal connection 
• Let schools know the value of the OHYES! 

upfront 
• Tell schools why you are invested in the 

OHYES! as a community partner 
• Send the school a copy of the survey and 

other helpful materials 

 

mailto:info@ohyes.ohio.gov
mailto:info@ohyes.ohio.gov


 

 

(MOU) to formalize data collection partnerships between themselves and the schools to collect 
and share data. These MOUs can specify data collection timelines, and roles and responsibilities 
each party will play in data collection.  

While MOUs are not required between community organizations and schools, they often help 
prevent misunderstandings and complications, and formalize what level of results the 
community organization will receive (e.g., private district results or public county-summary 
results). Additionally, an MOU can also formalize any incentives that the community board or 
organization may offer schools (e.g., programming, funding) for partnering to collect data. 

A webinar from Ohio University about Using MOUs to Formalize Partnerships for Data 
Collection is available on the Ohio Strategic Prevention Framework Partnerships for Success 
(Ohio SPF-PFS) website at: https://www.pfs.ohio.gov/SPF-Phases/Assessment/1-Data-
Collection/Using-an-MOU-to-Formalize-Partnerships-for-Data-Collection. A School District 
Template is also available.  

Recruitment Materials 
The following are resources you can use when talking with schools about OHYES!. Use any of 
these resources for yourself, schools, and the community.  

• Sample surveys: 
o OHYES! 110-item, standard version sample survey (see Appendix A) 
o OHYES! 120-item, optional version sample survey (see Appendix B) 

 Includes all items, the additional items are marked as “(Optional)”  
o Helpful to share with schools to see survey questions and standard vs. optional 

version of the survey 
o Schools can share this sample survey with parents 

• One-page fact sheet (see Appendix C) 
o Brief overview of the OHYES!, text only 

• OHYES! flyer (see Appendix D)  
o Brief overview of the OHYES! with visuals; best used with school administrators 

and staff  
• OHYES! vs. YRBS/YTS (see Appendix F) 

o A brief overview of the Ohio Youth Risk Behavior Survey/Youth Tobacco Survey 
(YRBS/YTS) and how it compares to the OHYES!. It is helpful for schools to 
understand the similarities and differences between these two surveys. 
Administration of the Ohio YRBS/YTS occurs in fall of odd years (e.g., 2023, 2025, 
2027)  

• OHYES! video series 
o The Ohio Healthy Youth Environments Survey (OHYES!); https://youtu.be/c-

S2VfcFCas   

https://www.pfs.ohio.gov/SPF-Phases/Assessment/1-Data-Collection/Using-an-MOU-to-Formalize-Partnerships-for-Data-Collection
https://www.pfs.ohio.gov/SPF-Phases/Assessment/1-Data-Collection/Using-an-MOU-to-Formalize-Partnerships-for-Data-Collection
https://youtu.be/c-S2VfcFCas
https://youtu.be/c-S2VfcFCas


 

 

o Working with Schools on OHYES! Implementation; https://youtu.be/3-
eGJ0LTVyo  

o OHYES! Implementation Basics; https://youtu.be/DWuhztcmhBg  
o OHYES! Consent and Confidentiality; https://youtu.be/Q5FoSnNrTmw  
o Accessing OHYES! Public Access Reports; https://youtu.be/pheM-0j4Lrg  
o For Superintendents and Principals: Accessing Reports and Data; 

https://youtu.be/s0biz6gjgGI   
o How to Interpret Survey Data Tables; https://youtu.be/BGz0FdmQvVw  
o Creating Simple Tables and Multi-Way Tables Using the OHYES! Public Access 

Database; https://youtu.be/SNTZtfW5t6U   
 

  

https://youtu.be/3-eGJ0LTVyo
https://youtu.be/3-eGJ0LTVyo
https://youtu.be/DWuhztcmhBg
https://youtu.be/Q5FoSnNrTmw
https://youtu.be/pheM-0j4Lrg
https://youtu.be/s0biz6gjgGI
https://youtu.be/BGz0FdmQvVw
https://youtu.be/SNTZtfW5t6U
Kickel, Jessica
Will attach these items in final draft

Kickel, Jessica
Want to create/update this

Belliston, Lara
Great

Kickel, Jessica
Will probably insert the slide that shows the OHYES! and YRBS side by side 

Belliston, Lara
Great



 

 

Enrollment Process  
Once a relationship is established with a school and the superintendent or principal agrees to 
have their school participate in OHYES!, community organization staff and OHYES! staff will 
work together to enroll the school(s). Once a school decides to implement the survey, OHYES! 
staff will need a few pieces of information to complete the enrollment process 

What Information is Needed? 
For a school to successfully complete enrollment, OHYES! staff needs certain information from 
each school. A superintendent may sign up multiple schools in their district, or a principal may 
sign up their school. Schools will need to provide the following information* in an email to 
info@ohyes.ohio.gov: 

• Confirm school name(s), district and school IRN number(s) 
o The IRN number is the number that districts and schools are known by to ODE.  

• Confirm Superintendent name and email contact, Principal name(s) and email 
contact(s) 

• Indicate which survey version for each school (standard or optional) 
• Identify which grades the school(s) will survey (grades 7-12 are eligible, at minimum 

we recommend grades 7, 9, and 11) 
• Names and emails of 2 survey coordinators for each school 
• Projected administration date (at least 1 month after enrollment to allow for 1 week 

of planning and the required 3-week parent notification) 

*See Appendix E for an example email  

Superintendent/Principal Approval  
OHYES! policy requires that the superintendent or 
principal officially enrolls the school to participate. 
Ideally, the required enrollment information would 
be emailed to info@ohyes.ohiogov from the 
principal or superintendent; alternatively, the 
principal or superintendent could provide the 
enrollment information to your community 
organization and be forwarded to OHYES! staff.  

We recognize that it is often easier for schools to work through a coordinator (e.g., a 
member of school staff or your community organization). However, OHYES! staff still needs to 
confirm principal/superintendent approval of OHYES! for their school. In order to fulfil this 
requirement, a school staff member or staff of your community organization can provide the 
required enrollment information and CC the superintendent/principal(s) on the email to 
info@ohioyes.ohio.gov.   

Tips & Tricks 
• Offer to act as a survey 

coordinator for the school; ask to 
be copied on emails between 
schools and OHYES! staff 

• Regularly check in with school 
throughout the enrollment 
process 

mailto:info@ohyes.ohio.gov
mailto:info@ohyes.ohiogov
mailto:info@ohioyes.ohio.gov


 

 

What Happens After Enrollment? 

School’s Role 
Once a school is enrolled, OHYES! staff will send them the planning and administration 
instructions and resources necessary for a successful implementation of OHYES!. The school will 
work to send out parent notifications at the appropriate time and collect any opt-outs from 
parents. On administration day(s) the school will administer the survey to students during the 
school day on campus; students may not take the survey at home. Schools may reach out to 
their community organization or OHYES! staff with questions throughout the planning and 
administration process. Lastly, schools should report back to OHYES! staff with any difficulties 
or concerns following survey administration.  

Community Organization’s Role 
The majority of the community organization’s 
role occurs before the enrollment process. It 
is possible that a school may reach out after 
enrollment with questions, concerns, or 
feedback. OHYES! staff are more than happy 
to help with any of these communications. 
After enrollment, it is helpful to check in with 
the school to make sure they received the 
instructions and materials for the planning 
and administration process. It is helpful to 
regularly follow-up with schools in the time 
period between enrollment and 
administration of the OHYES!.  

Additionally, we would appreciate any feedback on the successes and challenges you had 
working with the schools in your area, this helps us refine our processes so that we can 
continue to better serve Ohio’s schools and communities.  

OHYES! Staff’s Role  
After OHYES! staff works with the school and community organization to complete enrollment, 
we will provide any necessary check-ins with the schools and be available for any questions that 
may arise. OHYES! staff will gather feedback from our community partners and schools to 
improve out processes and procedures for the next school year.  

  

 

Reflecting on Data Collection 
• Its important to debrief after OHYES! 

implementation to reflect on the 
experience 

• Take notes on what worked well and 
what did not 

• This helps create a sustainable data 
collection plan   

 

 



 

 

What about the Data? 
The data that is collected from schools who implement OHYES! is valuable to not only the 
school, but community organizations as well.  

District/School Reports 
OHYES! staff, in partnership with Ohio University (OU), produce reports for schools and school 
districts that are available to principals and superintendents; these reports are available in the 
early spring (following the fall implementation). OHYES! does not have access to district and 
building-level reports, but OHYES! coordinates the process to obtain these reports. Because 
OHYES! does not produce these reports, a memorandum of understanding (MOU) is required 
between the district/school and OU. OHYES! staff will contact schools to complete an MOU to 
receive school and district level reports; these are submitted to OHYES!, verified, then sent to 
our OU who will send out the link to the report to superintendents and principals.  

District/School Data Warehouse Access 
OHYES! will also provide superintendents and principals a login and password to access data for 
their own district or building-level data on the Ohio Department of Health Public Information 
Warehouse – Secure Gateway https://ohyes.ohio.gov/Results/Database-Access-for-
Superintendents-and-Principals  

Public Reports 
Additionally, reports for all OHYES! participants and the Appalachian region are available for 
public download. County-level and behavioral health board reports are available for counties in 
which two or more school district participate in a given school year. These reports can be found 
on our website https://ohyes.ohio.gov/Results/Public-Access-Reports 

  

https://ohyes.ohio.gov/Results/Database-Access-for-Superintendents-and-Principals
https://ohyes.ohio.gov/Results/Database-Access-for-Superintendents-and-Principals
https://ohyes.ohio.gov/Results/Public-Access-Reports


 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Why should schools and 
students participate? 

 

The Ohio Healthy Youth Environments Survey (OHYES!) is a free, 
voluntary, web-based survey to collect information that schools and 
communities can use to determine services and resources to reduce risk 
behaviors and create healthy and safe community, school and family 
environments. By implementing the OHYES!, districts and schools are 
allowing students to voice the risks that they perceive to their health 
and wellness, as well as their sense of resiliency to live healthy lives. 
Administering the OHYES! sends a clear message to students that their 
voice matters. 

 
Which schools or students 
are eligible to participate? 

 

OHYES! is available at no cost to all Ohio schools for grades 7-12. 

 

How are students selected 
to participate? 

Student participation is anonymous and voluntary. Superintendents and 
principals decide which grades participate and when schools administer 
the survey. 
 

Are students required to 
participate? 

Student participation is completely voluntary. Students can skip any 
questions they do not feel comfortable answering. Parents who do not 
want students to participate are required to complete the Opt Out form 
and mail it to the school or have the student return it to the school. A 
form must be filled out for each individual student. 
 

Is parental consent 
required? 

Ohio law requires parents be informed of school surveys. Parents will be 
sent a letter by their child's school notifying them of the survey and 
their option to opt out each child. This OHYES! process meets the legal 
requirements and is commonly known as “passive consent,” because it 
minimizes administrative burden on the schools and maintains student 
confidentiality, while maintaining sufficient response rates.  
 

How long is the survey? The survey will be taken by computer during a class period or 
homeroom. The survey takes less than one period to complete including 
the instructions and answering the questions. Average completion time 
is about 20 minutes. Factors such as how the student answers (if skip 
patterns are employed based on responses), age, and reading level can 
affect how long the survey takes. 
 

When and how frequently 
is the survey completed? 

Schools may administer the OHYES! during regular school hours during 
the fall (October-December) of the school year. The OHYES! is available 
for annual administration to meet the local data needs of schools and 
communities. 
 

 



 

 

Will students’ names be 
used or linked to the 
surveys? 

It is not possible to find out how individual students answer. The survey 
is anonymous. Students do not provide names, student ID number, or 
any other personal identifying information. Only a school-identifying 
number is used. It is not possible for surveyors to identify individual 
student responses. No one at the school will know how they answered 
any questions, including teachers or principals. Parents will also not 
know student responses. To protect student privacy, administrators 
follow protocols throughout the survey process (such as not walking 
around the classroom and looking at student responses). 
 

Does the survey include 
personal questions? 

All survey topics are chosen for their value in supporting resources and 
education that prevents unhealthy behaviors and promotes healthy 
behaviors. Questions include health behaviors and other serious issues 
affecting youth today such as unintentional and intentional injuries; 
physical activity and dietary behaviors; alcohol, tobacco, vaping, and 
other drug use; mental health and suicide; and related risk and 
protective factors. Students’ answers may help identify areas of need 
that communities can address to help all youth be successful at school. 
An optional version of the survey includes items related to sexual 
orientation, sexual victimization, and sexual behavior; districts can 
decide to include a version of the survey without these sensitive 
questions. Youth always have the option of not answering questions 
that make them uncomfortable. 
 

Does answering the 
survey influence students 
to try unhealthy 
behaviors? 

There is no evidence that asking these questions will lead to an 
increase in the likelihood that youth will practice risky behaviors. 
The only way to determine if youth are at risk of certain topics 
and behaviors is to ask questions about these behaviors. To 
address the health problems among Ohio’s youth, there must first 
be an understanding of their unique experiences and perspectives 
on all topics. OHYES! provide anonymous tools to gather this 
information. 
 
 

How do students 
complete the OHYES!? 

The OHYES! is a web-based application that requires a technology 
device (computer, laptop, Chromebook, iPad, etc.), an active internet 
connection and a compatible browser (Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, 
Safari). Many districts issue personal technology devices directly to 
students. If students bring their personal technology devices to school 
on survey administration day, it will streamline the survey process as 
most students will not have to go to a computer lab to take the survey. 
  

 
 

  



 

 

 

Is it possible to administer 
the OHYES! on a hybrid 
schedule? 

The survey is available to all students who spend at least one day a 
week attending in-person classes. For school districts that are on a 
hybrid schedule and do not have all students attending on the same 
day, the OHYES! can be administered over several days so that all 
students who are attending in-person can participate. 

 
What about our students 
receiving remote 
education? Can they still 
participate in the OHYES? 
 

To protect student confidentiality, the survey can only be 
administered on school property. Students educated remotely or 
virtually are not eligible to participate. 

 

How is the OHYES! similar 
or different than the Ohio 
Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey/Youth Tobacco 
Survey (YRBS/YTS)? 

 

The Youth Risk Behavior Survey is a Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC)-supported surveillance system, administered nationally, in 
almost every state and in various tribes, territories, and large, urban 
school districts across the United States. The Ohio Department of 
Health (ODH) is in a cooperative agreement with the CDC to conduct 
the YRBS/YTS in Ohio every two years. This survey is conducted with 
a sample of high schools across the state. The CDC selects a sample 
middle schools and high schools, and 1-4 classrooms are randomly 
selected within each selected school. Ohio has participated in the 
YRBS since 1993 providing Ohio with important trend data and state-
level results on Ohio’s high school and middle school aged 
population. The YRBS/YTS state-level data allows for national 
comparisons and helps guide Ohio policy decisions. However, 
YRBS/YTS data is not available on the individual school district level 
and OHYES! was developed because local communities, districts, and 
schools wanted data specific to them. So, Education, Health and 
Mental Health and Addiction Services joined forces to provide this 
local survey tool. 
 

What results are available? Results are available for each school year. Reports for All-OHYES! 
participants and the Appalachian Region are available for public 
download and County and Behavioral Health Board reports are 
available where two or more school districts participated during a 
school-year. District- and school-level data are private. 
Superintendents and principals may request their own district- or 
building-level reports or may access their own data through the Ohio 
Department of Health Public Health Information Warehouse – 
Secure Gateway. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Appendix A: OHYES! Standard Version (DRAFT) 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Appendix B: OHYES! Optional Version (DRAFT)  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

Appendix C: OHYES! Fact Sheet  
The Ohio Health Youth Environments Survey (OHYES!) is a free, voluntary, web-based survey to collect 
information that schools and communities can use to access resources to reduce risk behaviors and 
create healthy and safe community, school, and family environments. Youth are the experts! When 
schools and communities do the OHYES! with students, we allow students to voice what matters.  
 
The OHYES! is: 

• Free to schools 
• Voluntary 
• Anonymous 
• Available for grades 7-12 
• Online 
• Quick (15-30 minutes) 

• 110-item standard or 120-item optional 
version (includes sexual victimization 
and behavior)  

• Administered by schools 
• School flexibility (grades, dates) 
• Passive parent consent  

 
OHYES! content areas: 

• Demographics 
• Substance Use (alcohol, tobacco & 

vapor products, marijuana, prescription 
drugs, illicit drugs) 

• Mental Health and Suicide 
• Gambling 
• Bullying  

• Environmental (Adverse Childhood 
Experiences, safety & violence, family & 
peer factors, community events)  

• School (school climate & safety, school 
success)  

• Physical Health and Well-being 
• Sexual-related (optional version)

 
OHYES! data can help schools: 

• Healthy Vibrant Graduates 
• Strategic planning 
• The Whole Child Framework 
• Curriculum and program 

implementation 
• Comprehensive Continuous 

Improvement Plan (CCIP) 
• Ohio Improvement Process (OIP) 

• District and building leadership teams 
• Positive Behavioral Interventions and 

Supports (PBIS) 
• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Title 

IV Part A 
• Partner with agencies, boards, law 

enforcement 
• Funding decisions  

 
Local community uses for OHYES! data: 

• Health, safety, and behavioral health 
data show picture of whole child 

• Needs assessment 
• Community health assessments (CHA) 

and community health improvement 
plants (CHIP) 

• Data used to meet state/federal grant 
requirements 

• Over time data can show trends 
• Partner with local organizations 
• Use for grant writing 
• Use with Youth-Led Prevention groups  

 

OHYES! website: https://ohyes.ohio.gov/ 



 

 

Appendix D: OHYES! Flyer  

  



 

 

Appendix E: Sample Email 
 

Subject: Ohio Healthy Youth Environments Survey (OHYES!) Enrollment Information 

 

Dear Superintendent XX (or Principal XX), 

Thank you for your interest in participating in the Ohio Healthy Youth Environments Survey 
(OHYES!) for the 2022-2023 academic year. Please email me the following information:  

• Confirm school name(s), district and school IRN number(s) 
o The IRN number is the number that districts and schools are known by to ODE.  

• Confirm Superintendent name and email contact, Principal name(s) and email 
contact(s) 

• Indicate which survey version for each school (standard or optional) 
• Identify which grades the school(s) will survey (grades 7-12 are eligible, at minimum 

we recommend grades 7, 9, and 11) 
• Names and emails of 2 survey coordinators for each school 
• Projected administration date (at least 1 month after enrollment to allow for 1 week 

of planning and the required 3-week parent notification) 

Once I have received the enrollment information, I will have the OHYES! team send out the 
planning and administration instructions that include the live survey link and the school survey 
manual and supports to you and any additional school staff serving as survey coordinators. The 
school manual and supporting documents are also available on the OHYES! website 
(https://ohyes.ohio.gov/) under the Schools and Downloads tabs.  

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to myself, or the OHYES! team (info@ohio.ohio.gov) with any 
questions.  

 

With appreciation, 

(Your Name and Signature Line) 

  

https://ohyes.ohio.gov/)
mailto:info@ohio.ohio.gov


 

 

Appendix F: OHYES! vs. YRBS/YTS 
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