
OHYES! 101



Agenda
• Current need
• Introduction to OHYES! 
• How OHYES! can support students
• Call to action
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Life is complicated 
for a lot of Ohio 

students right now



More and more kids face mental health challenges

1 in 3 Ohio students reports challenges with 
anxiety

1 in 3 Ohio students reports feeling sad & 
hopeless

• Almost 115,000 high-school aged kids in Ohio 
have experienced depression.



Many kids can’t always access the support they 
need

Access to professional care lags

Schools lack mental health staff



Students also face outside pressures

Peer interactions can be troubling

Students aren’t isolated from 
community & state challenges



Mental health 
challenges can 
have a broad 

impact on school 
communities.



Challenges are widespread

Behavior issues use instructional 
time

Classroom and behavior disruptions are on the rise



Teacher shortages are growing

Unaddressed challenges can worsen teacher 
shortages
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OHYES! is part of a coordinated statewide 
youth survey effort*

Department of 
Health

Department of 
Mental Health & Addiction Services

Department of 
Education

*Includes the Ohio Youth Risk Behavior Survey/Youth Tobacco Survey (YRBS/YTS), 
Prevention Services Survey, and School Health Profiles
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Why OHYES!? Why Now?



By understanding 
students’ challenges, 
we can plan supports 

to create a safe, 
positive environment.
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OHYES! empowers schools and 
communities.

Provide programs 
that support 

students

Foster positive 
learning 

environments

Accelerate
learning



Supports Can Improve Students' Mental 
Health

• Optimal mental health allows kids to do 
better academically.

Having Fewer Disruptions Helps Everyone

• Positive behavior supports are shown to 
reduce behavior incidents by 20% to 60%

OHYES! data helps schools understand and 
address students' emotional needs.



Heath City Schools

“We use this data to inform our practices, make staffing decisions, and better 
understand our students and the dynamics of their lives.

There is nothing more important than making sure we can serve our 
students in all aspects of their lives, and it is impossible to do that without 
knowing where they are and what they are doing.”

Superintendent Trevor Thomas



South Point Local Schools
”Impact Prevention, and our district, have jointly participated in OHYES! to 
identify the needs and trends of our students. This program has provided
relevant data concerning student safety, social and emotional needs, drug 
abuse, and bullying.

Our partnership has been a valuable resource in servicing our students, to go 
beyond academic instruction to address the needs of the “whole child.” 
We are also forming relationships with other agencies and stakeholders to 
tackle these diverse student issues to make a big difference in the outcome of 
many students’ lives throughout our district."

Superintendent Mark Christian
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OHYES! Survey Overview 

For students in grades 7-12

Administered during fall semester

School-level results released in March 
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OHYES! at a Glance

110 questions (+10 optional questions)

Takes 30-35 minutes

Free, voluntary and web-based
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OHYES! Survey Topics

Feelings about school and 
community

Mental health, suicide and 
access to health care

Personal use of alcohol, 
tobacco and other drugs

Family and personal 
relationships

Perceptions of substance-
use risks

Health behaviors, sleep, 
nutrition and exercise
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OHYES! preserves student privacy.

Survey is anonymous

Individual survey responses are aggregated



Passive consent makes it easy for your student 
to participate in OHYES!

• Don’t need to sign up, just opt out if you 
don’t want your student to participate.

Students are in control.

• They can skip questions that make them 
uncomfortable.

• They are free to exit the survey at any time.

OHYES! values parent and student choice.
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OHYES! Timeline



Two ways to register:

Automated Process

Emails with unique links sent

Superintendents: July – September

Principals: September – October

Online portal collects version, grades to 
administer, school survey coordinators.

Direct Contact 

Email and phone calls between OHYES!, 
district/school staff (administrators, 
counselors, SEL directors), and community 
partners
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Resources to decide if OHYES! 
is right for you:

• OHYES! Website: https://ohyes.ohio.gov/
• Download a copy of the survey
• Explore more FAQs: https://ohyes.ohio.gov/FAQs
• Watch OHYES! Videos on YouTube  

https://ohyes.ohio.gov/Videos
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https://ohyes.ohio.gov/
https://ohyes.ohio.gov/FAQs
https://ohyes.ohio.gov/Videos


What can schools do?
Decide if the survey is right for them.

Register to participate.

Discuss how the OHYES! helps identify issues your students 
face.

 Partner with parents and communities to understand students’ 
mental health challenges and offer programs that help.

 Show support for OHYES! on social media.
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Contact OHYES! School & Community 
Lead, Jessica Kickel 

info@ohyes.ohio.gov

Questions and Contact Information



Additional
Talking Points
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